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Things Another, who is Weak, 2 Herbe. he is almoſt afraid 


SERMON 


REA 
In the OLD-ZEWRY, 
December the 25th, 1706. 


Rom. XIV. 6. 


He that regards 4 Day, — it to o the Lind; 
and he that regards not the Day, to the Lord 
he does not regard 11. 5 


HE Apoſtle does, in this e direct Chriſtians 
how to carry towards each other in reference to the 
leſſer diſputable Matters, about which their Senti- 
ments might differ. He begins it thus, Him that is 
weak in the Faith, receive ye. Him that is Meal in the Faith, 


Him whom ye account Weak, Or, tho he be really fo, really 


weak, and nuſtaken as to * Matters in Diſpute Yet receive 
him, "but not to doubtful 3 Receive him, for God 
has received him, V. er. 3 . He plainly proceeds upon this 
Ground, There may by diverſity of Apprehenſion and Judg- 
ment, even, among good Men; One believes he may eat 2 
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of every Thing, Ver. 2. One Man effeems one Day above ano- 
ther, Another eſteems every Do alike, Ver. 5. As to the Days 
that were peculiarly appointed, either as Faſts, or Feaſts, un- 
der the Jewiſh Diſpenſation; ſome reckon'd themſelves by 
the Authority of a Divine Law, obligd to keep up, to 
continue the Obſervance of *em ; others were ſatisfied, that 
that Law it felf was cancell'd and diſannull'd, and therefore 
that they were not at all concern to regard or take No- 
tice of them. FW | 


9 
2 
7% 
Wn 
*; þ 
1 
4 
* 
"A 
—_ 
27 
5 
7 
* 


Now notwithſtanding ſuch Variety of Sentiments as theſe, 
and that their Practice was correſpondently differing, yet 
does not the Apoſtle allow them to deſpiſe or to treat each 
other with Contempt and Scorn; or, to caſt reproachful 
Reflections one upon another; much leſs does he allow them 
to Judge or to Cenſure each others State. God-ward, to paſs 
and pronounce a Sentence of Eternal Death, and Damnation up- 
on each other on the Account of ſuch Differences as theſe ; but 
he requires, that they receive one the other, not only to free 
and friendly Converſes, for the civil Ends and Purpoſes of 
Life, to Meet and Trade, and Eat and Drink, and (as there 
may be Occaſion ) dwell together; but alſo does hereby 
enjoin them to receive one another to Chriſtian» Love, and 
Holy Communion in their ſolemn Aſſemblies, ſuch Differen- 
ces as theſe notwithſtanding. 


Thus it was directed by the Apoſtle, when he wrote 
to theſe believing Romans, and their Differences at that Time, 
I may venture to pronounce, were at leaſt fully equal to a 
thoſe that do now diſtinguiſh the various Communions of \ 
Chriſtians amongſt us. And particularly ; the Conteſts which 4 
now lie between Us and our Conforming Brethren, I can- 
not reckon to be in themſelves of greater Difficulty or Im- 
Portance, than thoſe that then were between the Judaizing and 
i Gentile Chriſtians: In thoſe Debates, as well as theſe, 

there were, on the. one Hand, at leaſt; equal Pretenfions to 
| Decency and Order; And, more than that, the Appearance 
1 | | 1 
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but, ſays he, Let every one be fully perſmaded in his own 
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of an Expreſs, and Poſitive Law of God en joining thoſe Rites 
and Ceremonies, upon which they did ſo vehemently in- 


ſiſt: And on the other Hand, there was alſo then an Appre- 


henſion, that the Inſtitutions of Chriſt were in danger of 
being Corrupted and Debas'd, and that his Authority 
would be undermined, if they were Countenanced, and 
allowed to continue in the Church. Beſides, it cannot be 
more certain now, as to our preſent Differences, than it was 
then in the Points here referr'd to, that the Truth, in the 
Matters conteſted, is, and can be but on one fide only; There 
muſt be neceſlarily a Miſtake either on the one, or on the 
other Hand: And tho in that Age, the Church had the 
Advantage both of this Apoſtle, and of ſeveral other in- 
ſpired Perſons, to decide the Caſe by Authority from Hea- 
ven, without the leaſt Danger of a Miſtake; yet we do not 
find it determin'd, for either of the contending Parties a- 
gainſt the other. The Apoſtle does not here enter into 


a diſtinct and labour'd Conſideration of the diſputed Points; 


he does not ſay who is in the Right, and who under a 


Miſtake; much leſs does he take Pains with the miſtaken 
Party to convince him of his Error, and to bring all to 


one fixed and unalterable Rule of Umformity ; but, inſtead 
of that, he does moſt plainly ſeem to indulge .and connive 
at, if not to allow the Difference, the diverſe Sentiments 
and Practices on both Sides. He does not lay it as a Law 
upon the Chriſtian World, that they agree entirely in that 
which is the Truth in theſe leſſer Things; he does not 
charge and require, that every one ſhould unfeignedly Aſ- 
ſent and Conſent to ſuch a certain Opinion, or Practice; 


Mind, let every one act as to thele things with a ſort of 


Plerophory, with ſuch a Temper of Spirit that he may be 


able boldly, and with Confidence, to look God in the Face. 
I look upon that to be in great Part, if not the whole, 


and only Senfe and Signification of that Word. Not that 


every one ſhould be able to clear up the Controverfie on 
his own Side, to clear up the Principles upon which he 
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acts, to maintain them in a ſet and formal Diſputation a- 
gainſt ſuch as are otherwiſe- minded; but be fure, that 
| every one of you act like honeſt Men, with a good Con- 
ſcience; be true to the Light given in to you; ſee that 
| you be not Self-condemn'd in your own Minds and Conſci- 
ences in what you do; be ſure, you be able at all Times 
to look up to God, in whatſoever part you take in theſe 
Caſes ; that you be able to ſay, Lord, my own Heart 
Teſtifies for me, and thou art my Witneſs, that I do herein 
* defire to do whatſoever is pleaſing to thee, and what 
to the beſt of my Underſtanding, FE take to be thy Mind 
and Will. This is the unalterable Law he has left to the 
Church of Chriſt in all Ages and Generations, in ſuch Con- 
teſts as theſe are; not that every one muſt be of the ſame 
Mind, but that every one ſhonld a& with an honeſt Mind, 
and with a good Conſcience towards God in what 
he does, as you have it in the Cloſe of Ver. 5. He does not 
lay it as a Law upon all the Chriſtian World, that they 
intirely agree in one eftabliſh'd Way, as to ſuch Things as 


theſe; he does not direct or allow, that there be Laws 


made to pale in the Church, within ſuch a Compaſs, and 
all Capacities of Service to the Church, and all Advanta- 
ges from it, within the Compaſs of thoſe that are juſt of 
ſuch a Mind and Meaſure, as the prevailing Party happen 


to agree in: That there ſhall be none allow'd to Worſhip to- 


gether, but thoſe that are entirely agreed in ſuch Things as 


theſe. No, he does not admit of, or give ' Encouragement , 


to ſuch Practices as theſe, | even towards the miſtaken Side: 
So far from it, that he does expreſly require and enjoin them, 
that the Weak and Miſtaken Brethren, ſhould yet be own- 


ed and received as Brethren. And inſtead of deciding the 


Controverſie, he Diſcountenances their further Conteſts about 
it, and plainly Signifies, that he had rather ſuch Points as 
theſe ſhould ſtill continue donbtful, than that they - ſhould 
hazard the Loſs of all their Charity, in their too eager 
Searches after Truth. He therefore forbears to ſay, whe- 
ther the one or the other Side were in the Right, and only 
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adviſes them to act Honeſtly according to the Light they 
have, and on both Sides to approve themſelves to Godand 
their own Conſciences. And that which Conformably hereto, 
we ought to think and fay, is; I am not concern d whe- 
ther others be of my Mind or not; I am not to Anſwer for 
them to God; J am only accountable for my / own Senti- 
ments, and correſpondent Practices; and others that have 
Sentiments differ ing from mine, may be as Wiſe, as Honeſt; 
as Good every Way, as Faithful to God, and as Uleful to 
Men; nay, poſſibly they may be in the Right, and I Mi- 
ſtaken. And tho the Truth be on my Side, and they under a 
Miſtake, yet all the reſt I have faid- before, may be True of 
them. t 6 eie cont 
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| Now then, what a peaceful bleſſed State would ſuch a Temper 

of Spirit as this introduce among Men, might it but be allow'd 

to take Place; if every one were of the Mind that the Apoſtle 

Here does induftriouſly ſeek to Propagate !'What a happy World 

would this be! Here would be no biting, no tearing and de- 

vouring one another: Here would be no cunning little Me- 

thods and Arts uſed to undermine, to ſupplant, to ruin and 

deſtroy one another, to ſink the Reputation of one Party, and 

{et up another. We ſhould have nothing of this kind, known 

or heard of among .us4 but every. one would conſult Jus 
Neighbour's Good. We. dhould not look upon our own Things 

only, but every one alſo on the Things of others. We ſhould 

not ſeek our own Things, but the Things which are Jeſus Chriſt's: 

every one would rejoice in the Light, the Grace, the Wiſdom 

and the Succeſs of others ; every one would Study to ſtrengthen 

each; others Hands, to encourage and bear up each others 

Hearts, and join their united Strength and Labours together, 

if by any means the Intereſt of Chriſt might be promoted. 

There would be no mutual Jealouſies, Envy ings, evil Surmi- 

j ſes, Suſpicions and hard Thoughts of, or bitter Reflections 
1 upon one another: But each would (as the Rule of the Goſ- 
4 el requires) 'efteem others. beiter then themſelves, . and in Ho- 
'20ur prefer one another, and every one would ſtrive to exceed 
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each other in the Exerciſe of moſt warm and fervent Charity 
among themſelves. „ i arg 


k 


And this I look upon to be, among others, a bright and 


convincing Evidence, that the Chriſtian Inſtitution is from 
Heaven, for that it has its direct Tendency thither-ward ; and 
that while we are yet but on our Way thither, it would (might 
it but duly influence and govern us) ſo far make this Earth 


to reſemble Heaven. | 


And the Apoſtle doth not fatisfie himſelf barely to lay down 
this as a Rule, but alſo proceeds to urge and preſs it upon 
us from ſuch Conſiderations as theſe, | 


1. That we have no competent Authority to impoſe our 
Judgment upon others, Ver. 4. Who art thou, ſays he, that 
judgeſt anothers Servant? You don't contider, thoſe Perſons, 
to whom you preſcribe, and upon whom you would impoſe 
your Sentiments; they are none of your Servants, nor are you 


their Lord and Maſter. It is not in your Power to lay a Law 


upon their Minds and Conſciences ; nay, fo far from it, that 
they are themſelves precluded by a Divine: Law in the Caſe, 


that they cannot allow you to be their Maſter, Call no Man 


Mafer, or Father upon Earth, Mat. XXIII. 8, 9, 10. It's plainly 
intended with reference to ſuch Things as theſe. Don't you 
take the Mind, the Judgment of any Man upon Earth, to be a 


Rule or Meaſure for your Minds and Conſciences : Don't you 


therefore agree to any Doctrine or Practice, becauſe it is their 


Mind. This is the reſerved Prerogative of him that is your 
Mafter, One is your Maſter even Chriſt. It is epough for you, 
that you muſt immediately fall in with what appears to be his 
Mind; but Jet not any one ſhare with him in this Honour, that 
you owe entirely, and only to him. | | 


2. He further preſſes it from this Conſideration, that tho' 
our Apprehenſions differ about leſſer Things, yet in the greateſt 
ones, we Are agreed. For this is ſuppoſed in the Caſe, that 
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they are Chriſt ians on both ſides, aud that even, as to the very 

Points wherein they differ, yet, according to the beſt of their 

Judgment, they are purſuing what they take to be the Mind 
of Chriſt, and are ſincerely endeavouring to pleaſe and approve 

themſelves to him: For this is plainly the Meaning of the 

Text, He that regards a Day, regards it to the Lord; and he 
that regards not the Day, to the Lord he does not regard it. 

They are on both ſides agreed to Act with a moſt ſincere conſci- 

encious Regard to” God and the Redeemer © They are on both 

ſides ſollicitous to underſtand the Mind of Chriſt, to fall in with 

that, and to approve themſelves to him in the Matter. There- 

fore, wherein his Mind is plain and clear, as it 1s always in 

Things of greateſt Importance (and ſuch, upon which our Salva- 

tion does depend) there they are all, and cannot but be agreed. 
And is it fit that we ſhould contend with each other in our way 
to Heaven ; that we ſhould deſpiſe, judge, cenſure, hate, fly 

from oneanother, on account of tuch trivial Things, when there 

are ſo. much more ſtrong and powerful Bands of Love that 
Chriſt has laid upon us; and ſuch a Spirit in both, as does 

naturally incline us to unite moſt intimately one with another? 
Whence it follows, „ 


3. That they are on both ſides, (they that eat all Things, 
and they that eat only Herbs; they that regard 2 Day, and 
they that regard it no) accepted of God; He has received 
them. v. 3. There are ſome of each ſort, all the ſincere, all the 
truly pious among them, (however they differ in their Sen- 
timents about theſe things) are accepted with God. The Dif- 
ferenceson which they are too apt to ver- value themſelves, and 
deſpiſe others, are what our Great Lord lays no ſtreſs upon; 

they will no way influence the Judgment of Chriſt concerning 
them. Conformiſts and Non-Conformiſts, if they be truly 
ſerious and devoted to him, he does and will equally receive ʒ 
1 as he did the Jewiſh and the Gentile Chriftian of Old, whoſe. 
£ Differences were not only equal to, but greater than ours: 
3 And what, ſhall we not receive one another? Shall we judge, 
or deſpiſe, and contend with one another, ſo as that one Houſe, 
1 One 


The Pradtical Improvement. 
e ererre onetime | 
one Church, ſhall not be able to hold us, when we. are ſure, 
that one Heaven mult at daſt? Shall not we, when we come 
thither, be aſhamed-of our unnatural Heats and Contentions, 
when we ſee our Heavenly: Father, and our dear Redeeiner, 
how they have covered our mutual Infirmit ies, and how kindly 
we are accepted of them? Shall we not, I ſay, be aſhamed 
then of our Anger and Uncharitableneſs, of our impoſing and 
irreconcilable Spirit that we hore towards each other, while we 
were yet on the way thither;? From; ſuch Confiderations as: 
theſe, does the Apoſtle preſs and propagate a right Chriſtian! 
Temper, a Spirit of Union and Moderation among Chriſtiane. 
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ut after all, this may ſeem not ſo well to confiſt with 

at the Apoſtle ſays to the Judaizing Galatians, in that Epi- 1 
ſtle, Chap. V. Verſe 10, 1 1. And ſome may from thence be rea- 
dy to Object. Here indeed he allows, IThat He that regards a i 
Day, regards it to the Lord; and he that regards not the Day, } 
to the Lord he does not regard it; And bids em receive one 7M 
another, and be fully perſmaded init heir o n Minds, every one 7 
act according to his on Senſe and Sentiments. But, in that 1 
other Place, he Cenſures the one ſort with great Severity 
on this Account; ye Obſerve, ſays Re, Days, and Months, 
and Times, and Tears, I am afraid of | you leſt I have be- 
S ſtowed on you Labour in ain. The Tide ſeems to be ſtravgely: = 
rumd ; juſt now. heiaidi,.., let, every ene be fully perſwass = j 
ded in his own Mind, let bim that regards a Day regard 
it to Th Lord, aud he is not to blamed for ſo doing. But 
here he reproaches them for, Obſerving Times, and Years, | : 
and Days, and Months. How, can. theſe; Texts Contiſt 2,3} I 
We may ſuppoſe, that they. did it to the Lord, as ohe In- ? 
timates they ſhould ; and yet he ſuſpects their State, and 1 
ſuggeſts his Fears concerning em, as if all his former La-. £ 
bours among them had been loſt; and Speaks very hard 
Things upon this Account, and Charges em as if they were 
turned away 10 another Goſpel, Gal. 1, 6. And, declares! 
that Chriſt was ike to. Profit them, Nothing. Where ow is 
all the the Moderation ſo warmly recomniended and preſsd 


before! 
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before! Beſides, it ſeems a direct Inconſiſtency and Contra: 
diction; at one Time he ſeems to allow them that were 
ſatisfied, to obſerve Days, and Months, and Years, and at 

i another Time he ſeems to charge them, upon uſing their 
| Liberty, as if they were Apoſtates from Chriſt, and Chri- 
ſtianity, as if they had turn'd away to another Goſpel, re- 
nouneed the very Chriftian Name and Profeſſion; and as 
if there were no Hope in their Caſe, that they were ever 
like to go to Heaven. 
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But after all, if we will but diſtinguiſh differing Caſes, the 
Matter will be very Clear. Particularly, do but conſider, That 
in the one Place he allows, at leaſt connives at their ob- 


1 ſerving the Days appointed under the Law, as it was practiſed 
N by the Believing Jews, of which there were many then in 
N the Imperial City of Rome; there were Multitudes of Fews, 


f born ſuch, that were converted to Chriſtianity, who were 
not thereupon immediately ſatisfied, that they were to lay 
| aſide, to ceaſe from all their Old Cuſtoms, Rites and Ce- 
Z remonies, in which they had been train'd- up to that ve- 
ry Day; they knew they once had the Stamp of Divine 
Authority, and they did not know that this was taken off; 
and therefore they were honeſtly Deſirous and Willing, e- 
ven in the Obſervation of theſe Things, to approve their 
Hearts to God, and they were not ſo forward to Condemn 
the Gentiles that had never uſed theſe Things 5 theſe he 


5 does therefore Indulge and Countenance. J B in that 
4 other Epiſtle, he Condemns that Practice of obſerving Days and 


Times; and Months, and Years, as it was taken up by Gentiles 
who had no Pretence in the World that ever they were 
: under any Obligation to do ſo, who had never been train- 
: ed up to it, nor oblig'd to doit. He makes great Allow- 
: ances for the Prejudices of Education, and long Cuſtom, in the 
one, but it was a perfect Innovation in the other Caſe. 
In the one Caſe, he conſiders em as coming off from Ju- 
daiſm to Chriſtianity, and therefore allows em Gradually 
to take leave of what they 2 been gecuſtom d to. In 
222 the 
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the other Caſe, he finds Gentile Chriſtians turning their 
Backs upon the Simplicity of the Goſpel, debaſing the Pu- 
rity, if not deſtroying altogether the Power of Chriftiani- 
ty, and bringing in all that Heap of J7ewiſß Rubbiſh, which 
the Redeemer had now order'd to be thrown out of the 
Church. And if this be not enough, it may be further 
added, That in the one Caſe, he conſiders. this obſerving 
Days, Months, Years, or Weeks, meerly as the Practice 
of theſe Perſons; in the other Caſe, he conſiders it as ta- 
ken up with a Deſign to impoſe, and lay it as 4 Law upon 
the whole Chriſtian Church. The Fewiſh Chriſtians at Rome 
were willing to continue their own Practice, without cen- 
Turing others; but the Apoſtatizing Galatians (who were 
Originally Gentiles)were revolted into Fudaiſm, or at leaſt fair- 
Iy upon the Way thither, and were for laying Loads upon 
their Brethren ; according to them, this muſt be obſerv'd, 
as that without which, there could be no Juftification, no 
Acceptance of their Perſons, no Salvation to be had. And 
therefore the Apoſtle, conſonantly to ſach Principles of 
theirs, ſpeaks of them as if they did expect to be juſtified 
by theſe Works of the Law, Gal. V. 4. Whoever of you 
are juſtified . by the Law, ye are fallen from Grace. They 
agreed, with thoſe falſe: Teachers, mention d As XV. 1. 5. 
who went up and down endeavouring to Propagate this 
(for, and inſtead of the Goſpel ) that except Men be Circumciſed, 
and Obſerve the Days, Months, Years, preſcribed in the 
Moſaical Law; and unleſs they abſtain from Meats therein 
forbidden, and obſerve all the Cuſtoms, Rites and Ceremo- 
nies thereby appointed, they cannot be ſaved, This, ſays he, 
is another Goſpel. When you ſet up theſe Things in 
Conjunction with Chriſt, much more when you put em in his 
ſtead ; ye are fallen from the Grace of the Goſpel with a Witneſs, 
What, does Chriſt's coming ſtand ; for nothing. with you ? 
Is the Church {till really in the fame State, as it was be- 
fore he came? And are theſe Rituals to be now ſet up 
in Oppoſition to him, which before his Coming, while 
they were allowed, were to be uſed as a Pedagogue to lead 1 
| | Us 4 
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us to Chriſt ; to carry the Mind and Faith of the believing 
Jews to the promiſed and expected Redeemer. Now, this 
therefore is to be conſider d, There is a vaſt Difference be- 
tween a meer Practiſing ſuch Things as theſe, upon a mi- 
ſtaken Judgment, for the ſatisfying our own Minds; and 
the ſetting up our own as the Meaſure and Standard of 
all other Minds : *Tis one Thing, peaceably to enjoy and 
follow our own Opinion; and another Thing, to Abridge 
others of their Liberty: One Thing, modeſtly to Judge 
and Chuſe for our ſelves ; another, to Preſcribe to others, 
and preſume to Judge for all the World, as if no one was 
a Chriſtian, or accepted of God, or in a State of Salvation, 
but they who are juſt of our Mind; as if all were damn'd 
Sehbiſmaticks and Hereticks, and muſt periſh everlaſtingly, 
who do not come up to our Meaſure, © | 2 


This is the Spirit the Apoſtle here does ſo warmly in- 
veigh againſt; tis with an Eye to this, That he with ſuch 
Concern tells em, I am afraid of you, that I have labour d 
among yon in Vain. Lou pretend to ſet up theſe Things as 
a Standard and Meaſure to all Mankind, and preſs 'em, as if 

their everlaſting State did depend upon em; when it is 
plain, that herein =_ are under a Miſtake ; can you not 
be contented your ſelves to Practiſe upon your own miſta-' 
ken Judgment, but you muſt ſet up your ſelves as a Stan- 
dard to all the World about you; and no Man muſt be al- 
low'd to ſhare in the Divine 'Favour, unleſs he is of your 
miſtaken Judgment? I am afraid of you, that I have labour'd 
among you in Vain I am afraid the Goſpel has never had 
any Influence upon you, never has taken hold of your Spi- 
rits ; ſo that ſtill, that which ſeems to be an Inconſiſtenc 
with this Context, does only tend to illuſtrate, and add the 
clearer Light to it, when it is rightly underſtood. 


: I have been fo long upon the Context, that I have but 
little room to give you what I have to ſay, particularly upon 
the Text. But it is ſo _— at all Times, and eſpecially 
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ſo ſeaſonable in this Age and Day, that 1 hope you will not 
reckon we have been miſpending the Time, in what has been 
ſaid hitherto. 5 N | | 


And thus far we have conſider d the Words relatively, as 
they reſpe& the foregoing Context, and ſuggeſt to us this 
Truth, That ſuch as are ſerious Chriſtians, and do Ad with 4 
Conſcientious Regard to the Lord, and Care to pleaſe Him, 
may in their Principles and Practices about leſſer Things, be 
diretly oppoſite and contrary to one another. One 1s for 
regarding a Day, another not for regarding it. One thinks it 
highly Neceſſary and Uſeful, whereas the other thinks it Need- 
leſs and Superſtitious. One regards a Day, and the other avoids all 
Appearance of regarding it; and yet they are honeſt and pious, 
conſciencious, and ſerious Chriſtians on both Sides. And this we 
have touch'd upon in Order to promote Moderation among 
Chriſtians. | | | 


But if we conſider the Words more ab/ira@ly, they will alſo 
ſerve to promote Piety, as they may afford us this Point, (which 
I chuſe to ſpend our remaining Time upon) Namely, 


That even in ſo low, and little Things, as the obſerving, or not 
obſerving a Day, a Common Day, thoſe that are » right 
Chriſtian Spirit, will be acted with regards to God, and the Re- 
fleemer. For this muſt; be fundamentally ſuppos d, in order 
to what the Apoſtle ſays; he that regards a Day, to the Lord 
he does regard it I take it for granted, that the Context 
ſpeaks of Common Days, that really were ſo, whatſoever Sacred- 
neſs ſome Mens miſtaken Judgment might have Stampt upon 
them; tis plain, the Faſts and Feaſts appointed by the Jewiſh 
Law were hereby intended: The Obligation to obſerve 
which, was now abrogated and diſannul'd, and thereupon they 
were return'd to the Rank of Common Days; yet, if any rea! 
Chriſtian would ſtill regard them to the Lord, he does not 1 
_ diſallow of it: Whether they did regard or not regard em . 
he is not fo much concern d, as that it may be unto. the Lord 4 
Frys: 1 1 Therefore, ud 


— — — —— 
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Therefore, now to bring the Matter to th1s Day, this very 
Day: Some perhaps may expect I ſhould deliver my Thoughts, 
whether this is a Day to be regarded, or not to be regarded ; 
whether it is really the Day that the Name commonly put 
upon it, does Import; whether it is Lawful to regard it, ox 
whether it be Sinful and Superſtitious. Doubtleſs, even in this 


11 — 


very Point, and ſuch Queſtions as theſe, the Truth lies but 


on one Side; yet according to the Rule of the Apoſtle, 1 


think it better to leave this ſtill, a Doubtful Thing, if it be ſo 


with any of you ; and rather chuſe to employ my owh Time, 
and your's, upon what 1s of greater Importance, than the 
determining ſuch diſputed Matters either Way. If I can but 


effectually learn my ſelf, and teach you, how to ſanctifie even 


our Common Time to the Lord, and to regard a Day, any, every 
Day to him, Iam ſure we ſhall have no Reaſon to reckon we 
have been miſ- applying, or miſ-ſpending our Time upon this 


Day. And I had rather the Labour of this Hour ſhould con- 


tribute ſomething to your real Service all your Days, than 


that a meer Curioſity ſhould be gratified as to one or 


other particular Day. And therefore, the Remainder of 
the Time we are together, ſhall be imploy'd, in ſnhewing, 


How we are to regard a Day unto the Lord, | 
And to preſs it from ſome proper, moving Conſrderations, - 


I. How are we to regard a Day unto the Lord, or when may 
we be ſaid to do it? And here I would not be underſtood to 
{peak of the Lord's Day, and the peculiar Services he himſelf 
hath directed and preſcribed for the ſanctify ing that Day, 
which he bath claim'd as his own, and diſtinguiſh'd from all 
other Days: But I ſpeak of every, or any other Comnion Day, 
whether Men call it Holy or not, whether we think it fo or 
not, how we may yet regard it to the Lord. And, 


1. Then do we regard our Days to the Lord, when we do 


not ſuffer any Day to paſs over us, wherein he is forgotten by 


us. We cannot be truly ſaid to regard any Day to the _ 
| 1 
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if we don't remember him upon it. They were a ſort of Per- 
ſons without God in the World, Wicked Men, of whom we 
are told, That through the Pride of their Cbuntenance they 
would not ſeek after God, God was not in all their Thonghts, 
Pſal. X. 4. They had no Regard to him one Day or 
other : Whatever Concerns they had to mind, they did no way 
concern him in them, nor commend them to his Direction or 
Bleſſing, They neither thought of their Dependance on him, 
nor his Propriety in, and Sovereignty over them, -nor what 
they had to do for him, nor what account they were like to 
give of themſelves to him. But on the contrary, good Men 
are Characteriz d by their thinking on his Name, They that fear- 
ed the Lord, and thought upon his Name, Mal. III. 16. Chriſtians 
that regard their Days unto the Lord, they will have their 
ſtated Times at leaſt once, or ofter, every Day, in which to 
Tetire for ſerious Thoughts of God, and Converſes with 
him; they will have him and his Name remembred in 
the Houſes and Habitations where they dwell. 
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2. Tis not enough that we think of the Lord every Day, 
but we ſhould think of him according to the Diſcoveries and 
Revelations of the Goſpel, otherwiſe we do not think of him 
aright. This Term [| the Lord ] does in the New Teſtament 
peculiarly ſignifie the Lord Chriſt, in whoſe Hand God has 
intruſted the whole Affair of our Recovery and Salvation: 
We can expect no Mercy from God, but what he has obtain'd, 
and ſues out for us; nor are we allow'd to offer any Services to 
God, in any other Name but his; and ſhould any Day paſs 
over us, wherein our Lord Jeſus is diſregarded and forgotten 
by us! We are required to live unto him, and to live the Life 
we live in the Fleſh by the Faith of him, and how can this be done 
without looking unto Feſus. Think of him who is our Lord, 
every Day let him have ſome room in your Thoughts; let your 
Thoughts be inlarg'd to take in (as you can) the whole Com- 
paſs of his Mediatorial Work ; let his Incarnation and Nativi- 

ty, his Life, his Sufferings, his Reſurrection, Aſcenſion into 
Glory, and his Sitting at the Right Hand of the Father, be 
daily 


* 
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daily thought of by you: Every Day remember that this Lord 
is the conſtant Witneſs of what you do; That his Eyes are as a 
Flame of Fire; That his Eyes behold, and his Eye- Lid try the 
Childrenof Men ; That this Lord is your Judge, your King and 
Lawgiver, that one Lawgiver, who is able to Save and to De- 
ſtroy ; That he is the great Prophet and Teacher of his Church, 
whom we are bound to hear, and the High-Prieſt of our Pro- 
feſſion, who by one Offering has for ever perfected them that 
are ſanctified; That he is our only Advocate with the Father, 
who does now appear in the Preſence of God for us, and ever 


lives to make Interceſſion. And in the 


3. Place, our Thoughts of him ought not to be Slight and 
Superficial, but moſt deeply inward and ſerious Thoughts, 
ſuch as may Tin&ure our very Spirits, and form our Minds, 
ſo as we may retain the Senſe and Savour of them 
throughout the whole Day. We cannot indeed be actually 
thinking of our Lord every Hour, and Moment of the Day ; 
but we may, and ought to Act and Behave our ſelves always, 
and at all Times, as if we thought of him: And this is the 
Meaning of thoſe Texts, where we are injoin' d to be in the 
Fear of the Lord all the Day long, and to ſet the Lord always 
before us. We ſhould begin the Day with God, our firſt and 
moſt early Thoughts ſhould be of him; nor ſhould we' fatisfie 
our ſelves with any kind of Thoughts, tho' never ſo Looſe 
or Careleſs, tho they have never ſo little Power and Influ- 
ence upon us; but we ſhould go on to think, and engage 
our Minds with Intenſeneſs upon ſuch Thoughts, till we find 
they have reach'd our very Spirits, and left a ſerious Savour 
there; ſo as that when we go into the World, into whatever 
Company, engage in whatever Affair, theſe Thoughts may 
ſtill have an Influence upon Us, and we not be prevail'd upon 
to Act otherwiſe, than as if he were actually thought of, 
and remembred by Us. It is not enough, as has been inti- 
mated to you upon another Occaſion elſewhere, that we ſhould 
every Day remember the Lord, only while we are upon our 


Knees z but our Regards to him, ſhould accompany us in all 
Our 


. 
— n 


16 The Prafical I, mprovement 
n — en B — 1 . ——_—— 2 5 = — 
dur Converſes with Men, and in the Management of all our 
woridly Affairs. In our loweſt and moſt common Concerns, 
even in the directing and regulating our very Recreations, 
Viſits, Entertainments, we ought not altogether to leave out 


Regards to the Lord: All Occurrences of Providence through 3 
the Day, we ſhould entertain as order'd and over-rul'd by ; 
him : We ſhould eye him in all the Relations we ſtand in ' 
to one another: All the Truſts he commits to us, we ſhould ; 
diſcharge with a conſcientious and faithful Regard to him. 1 
| Religion ſhould run through all we do. Whether we eat 1 
or drink, or whatever we do, we are to do all to the Glory 1 
of God, 1 Cor. X. 31, The Apoſtle John mentions an In- : 
ſtance, than which there is hardly any thing of which it could q 
be leſs imagin'd, that Religion could be found in it, *tis the 5 
meer Civility of bringing a Friend upon his Way in a Journey; 3 
and yet he ſpeaks of it in ſuch a Manner, as plainly ſignifies ; 
that a religious Regard to the Lord ought not to be left out F 
there, 3 John, Ver. 6. Whom( ſays he) if thou bring forward j 
on their Fourney after a Godly Sort, thou ſbalt do well. Even 1 


ſuch a civil Act as this we are to do after a Godly Sort: Re- 
ligion is not even here, to be wholly laid aſide. Herein you a 
are to act with Sincerity, with a Heart full of Love to God, | 
and to good Men for his Sake. Mix Religion with your Ci- 
vilities, that you would ſhew to your Friends; this is that which 5 

I would therefore preſs and perſwade you to, in every thing to 3 
ſhew a ſerious Regard to the Lord from Day to Day; fo 7 
would you find, or make every Day a Holy Day, (in a very 
good Senſe) to God, anda Profitable and Pleaſant Day to 
your ſelves. % d 2120) ER eat 099 


RCC 


Il. And to perſwade you to this, let me preſs you ſeriouſly 
to conſider the following Particulars, | 


x. Is not he the Lord of every Day? He is the Lord of 
our Lives, and all our Time, every Part of it is in his 
Hands; he it is that has the Diſpoſal of All. Had you ever any 
one Day in your Lives, that he did not give you? And has he 
| given 
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| given you any Day which he did not give you for him- 
? ſelf, and which you are not accountable to him for? 18 
there any one Day. he will leave out of your final reckon- 
ing? If there were, then you would have a Day wherein 
you would not need to regard him. And, 


| 2. Have you not daily need of him? Do you not need 
his Preſence to revive you, his Strength to ſupport you, 
his Light to guide you, his Grace to pardon: you, his Spi- 
rit to quicken and ſanctifie you, and ſubdue your Corrupti- 
ons for you? Don't you need him in all Parts and Inſtan- 
i ces of the Spiritual Life every Day? Nay, don't you need 
him alſo for the Purpoſes of your Natural Life? Can yo 
do any Thing without him? Can you Live, Move, Breath, 
or have your Being, without him? Can you Speak, Con- 


3 verſe, Walk about and tranſact your Affairs, without him? 
Can you Employ your Thoughts, to contrive or carry on 
Four common Concerns in the World, if he ſhould ſuſpend 
: his Influence for any Day, or any ſmall Part of the Day? 


And will you not regard every Day to him. 


1 3. Is not the Lord daily expecting, and waiting for your 
Regards ? This Name [Lord] may be underſtood either of God 
; or Chriſt : But here Iſpeak more particularly of Chriſt, who (as 
I ſaid before) is more expreſly intended here by the Word 
Lord. Is he not willing to be employ'd by you? Does not 
he tell you, he is now, always, every Day, continually ap- 
pearing in the Preſence of God for jou? Heb. IX. 24. To 
what Purpoſe is that ſignified to us, if he would not have 
us to make Uſe of him? And we are told, That he Lives 
on Purpoſe, continually, to make Interceſſion for us, Heb. VII. 

25. And can there be more egregious Contempt pour'd up- -- 

on him, or a greater Injury done to him, than to ſuffer one 1 

Day after another to paſs over us, without any Regard to 
him, no Requeſt put up to him, no Truſt repos'd in him, 
40 Dependance exerciſed upon _—_ no Expectations of any 
good 
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good. from — no Notice at all taken ofhim, . no looking 


unto Jeſus; and he all the while waiting when we _ 


look up, and remember him, when: we. will a re 
in his proper Place and Work? But again, off; 


4. This Duty of regarding and remembring the "By "Say 


Day to Day; is it not what your Baptiſaal Covenant 


binds: you to 2 Is not this, to live like Chriſtians? To 


liue Tory the Lord? Is not this Neceſſary to enable you to 
 fay, to ug, to live is Chriſt? Is not this tu live by Faith, 
to live the Life you live in the Fleſh by the Faith of the 
Son of God? For * cannot ſurely mean that you barely 
once in a Week, or Month, or no one knows. how long a 
Time, live to him, or make Uſe: of hiin, and ſeriouſly 
think of your Concerns that lye in his Hands; but it is 
to do it every Day. You may as well imagine 2 Man may 


live without Breathing :: Can his Natural Life: continue a 


Day without Breathing No more can his Spiritual Life 


be maintained without: looking) to Jeſus; and ſending up the 


Breathings of his Soul Heaven- ward, It's true, we can hold 
our Natural Breath for a ſhort Time, and yet live, and it 
is not Neceſſary that we ſhould. be actually Breathing Hea- 


ven-ward every Moment; but, a Living to the Lord muſt 


needs carry in it a frequent repeated Act of that Kind. 
In ſhort, this is to be Religious zunleed; and where ir is 
not chus, where this is not endeavourd after, where Reli- 
gion is not made our every Days Work, I am afraid it is 


little more than a 1 8 a; Life: leſs Shadow and e d 
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- It old: alſo male Nein £107 Shine; if Chriſtians wuld 
hs thus regard every Day to 3 Lord. There are thoſe 
to whom the Plainneſs and, Simplicity of the Goſpel-Inſti- 
tution is no Way agreeable; and who therefore put upon 


nt Qrnamkuts! of their own. i Ceviing; But e r there is 
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no real Glory or Beauty in Religion, but what God has 
put upon it; all Humane Additions are but as Paint upon 
a Comely Countenance, which does only tend to Debaſe and 
deſtroy it; it ſhines beſt and brighteſt in its Native Beau- 
ties: And the true Reaſon why of later Years it has made 


ſo little a Figure in the World, is, becauſe there has been 
ſo great a Fondneſs for the Splendor and Gaiety with which 
Men themſelves have dreſsd it up, and fo few- have liv'd 


under the Governing Power of it as Chriſt has left it. 
Practical Godlineſs has an awful Gravity in it, which is of 
it ſelf Sufficient to command Reſpect: It needs only to ſhew 


it ſelf, to appear in the World as it came from Heaven: 
And this is what I am preſſing to. Do you take Care that 
it be ſeen in your Daily, and continu'd Courſe, live like 


Chriſtians, and de not meerly Pray like fuch : Do not con- 
fine your Religion to your Cloſets, Families, or even to 
the Publick Forms and Times of Worſhip 5 but let it In- 
fluence your whole Converſation, and be brought forth to the 
View of all the World, let your Light ſbine before Men, &*c. 
Mat. V. 16. This may cauſe its Innocence, its Uſefulneſs, 


and its Pleaſantneſs to appear to the Conviction of its E- 


nemies, that all may fee and own it to be of God, to 


have an keen exitac add Origin. "And fre, 
6. This will alſo tend to ſpread Chrifttanty in the World. 


Nothing will ſo much Contribute to its Growth and Progreſs, 
and make it meet with ſo ready and general Acceptance and 
Heart and Conſcience. They that 


Entertainment in f 
cannot yet love the Au 8 | 
however approve of them in others: And you will have a Witneſs 


in their Conſciences, that this ſerious univerſal Holineſs is 
according to the Mind of God, and that it will never be well | 


with them, till they grow up to it : Yet again, 


. This will make Religion laff, and ſecure it to after Ages 
and Generations. Your Pofterity, the Families that deſcend 
5 | from 
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from you, and are riſing up in your Place and Stead, will by 
this Means be moſt likely to be impreſt with a Savour and I. ove 
of ſerious Godlineſs: Which conſequently will be tranſ- 
mitted from Generation to Generation. And can you be 
content that Religion ſhould die out of your Families with 
you? Have you no Concern for the Intereſt of Chriſt, 
what becomes of it after your own Time? And whence 
is it, that ſo many that have been religiouſly educated, and 
have learnt ſo much of the Form of Chriſtianity as to 
be able to make a Show of Religion, while their pious 
Anceſtors were alive, have deſerted their Profeſſion ſo ſoon 
as ever they were Dead? Is it not from this, that they 
never felt any thing of the Power of Religion in them- 
ſelves: Too little perhaps of univerſal Godlineſs appear'd 
in thoſe that went before them: They, could not know 
what paſt between God and their religious Parents in Se- 
cret, and tor Publick Worſhip they reckon'd it meer Mat- : 
ter of Form, and conſequently not worth the continuing 
any longer, than they could make their Intereſt that Way. | 
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And in ſhort, till Religion be wrought into our Con- 4 
verſation, it will not appear to have any thing of Reality 3 
in it, and no Wonder then that everyAge the Profeſſion 2 
and Shew of it grows leſs and leſs till it utterly diſappear 
and be Extinct. If therefore you have any Concern for 


paſt Time and Life, when your Days are drawing to a : 
X . Cloſe, = 
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truly ſay, Lord, my whole Life and 
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Cloſe, and the final Reckoning does approich. And believe 
it, we ſhall need all the Supports that can be had at ſuch 
2 Time, and ſhall find all little enough for us. To give 
up our departing Souls with our dy ing Breath, to lay 
down our Heads in the Duſt, to break away from all our 
moſt affectionate Relations, our faithful Friends, and moſt 
delightful Enjoyments, to leave them all at once behind 


Pe” 


us, never to ſee, or return to them any more; to 


be ſummon' d before the Barr of God, and in the Preſence 
of that dreadful Majeſty, to give an Account of our ſelves, 


of our whole Time, and of all our Talents with which we 


have been intruſted, and what Improvement we have made 

of all. This is new and ſtrange Work to us, what we 

have never yet done, but tis what we mult ere long do: 

And how will you ever be able to go through with it?? 
You will plead, it may be, your Profeſſion of his Name, 
your attending upon Ordinances, Je. But what will this 
avail you, if in your daily Courſe you have Id 
without him in the World, Mat. VII. 21, 22, 23. Luk. 
XIII. 25, 26, 27. Or if you plead the Righteouſneſs and 
Merits of Chriſt, that you truſt in him, and depend up- 
on him alone for Salvation, do you thmk a LOR D 
whom you have all along neglected and diſregarded from 


Day to Day will be your Saviour! But the Joys and 


Pleaſures of the holy faithful Soul, whoſe whole Lite has been 
a living: to God, will be then Unſpeakable. He that can 
1me has been devoted 
to thee, to me to live was Chriſt, ever fince I ſeriouſly 
enter'd into Covenant with thee. And ( unallow'd Infir- 
mities excepted ) not a Day hath paſſed, wherein I have 
not walked with thee. With what inward Satisfaction 
and Joy, under the ſenſible Approaches of Death, may ſuch | 
an one look up and ſay, as Hezekiah did, Remember now 
O Lord, how I have walked before thee m Truth, and 
with a perſect Heart. Such an one may not only fubmit 
to die, but with Pleaſure think, that his Days are at an 
. End, 
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End, and that the Times of his Recompence and Refreſh- 
ing are come. How joy fully does he wait for the kind 
Sentence of his Lord, who will accept his weak Endeavours, 
excuſe and pardon his many Neglects, and the Mixtures 
of Corruption that have attended his beſt Services, and will 
aſſuredly pronounce in his Caſe, Well done, good and faith- 


ful Servant, enter thou into the Foy of thy Lord. Thus 


will God at that Day remember and glorioully recom- 
petice the ſteady, the ſincere and faithful Regards, we 
have ſhewn to him, his Intereſt and Name in our preſent 
Day. . A . ; 
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